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Conditional 

© 2025 Frank B Crumbaugh III 
 

This is a cartoon drawn by an 
artist calling herself Eflake. It 
appeared in The New Yorker 
in June 2011. 
 
Nearly all of the “trouble, 
sorrow, need, sickness or any 
other adversity” I see in my 
ministry is rooted right here…. 
perhaps not in the particular 
quality of the maternal 
relationship, but certainly in 
the diseased ambivalence of 
conditional Love in any 
relationship. 

 
For more than will admit it, there is a parent/child root to conditional 
Love. But good therapy isn’t enough. Just knowing that you were/are 
conditionally loved doesn’t mean you will automatically avoid loving 
conditionally…. the damaging formation of conditional Love touches 
even the most robust, self-aware personalities.  And if it wasn’t your 
parents who started it, it can still hurt you and anyone to whom you pass 
it along, whatever its source. 
 
Beyond the psychology of Love lies the theology of Love.  Those who do 
not believe are misguided, but they also are blissful in their cosmic 
ignorance. For those of us who do believe, how we understand the nature 
of our being loved by God, and how we perceive ourselves reflecting that 
Love, tells much of our story. 
 
If God is a scorekeeper, we delude ourselves into racking-up “good-
points” against an inevitable tally of errors, hoping to lose by a narrower 
margin. We spend a lifetime playing defense against God.  
 
If God is a cosmic sugar daddy, the Cross is nonsense. We spend a 
lifetime as a barely faithful, vacuous airhead, believing that ‘all dogs go 
to Heaven’.... our choices being without consequence because we’re just 
so doggoned nice, making God a thin veil -  nothing more really than a 
reflection of our unfettered personal autonomy.   
 
 

 

If God is angry, it doesn’t make much difference anyway, and we live 
our lives trying to keep our heads down, staying well out of His way. 
We spend a lifetime avoiding God. 
 
If God is a borderline personality, we feel Him draw us close, only to 
distance us and control us by keeping us off balance.  We spend a 
lifetime protecting ourselves from a capricious, unstable, dangerous 
God. 
 
Here’s the biggest leap of Faith, friends: believing that God really does 
love you…. that God really does love you personally and not just as an 
idea, or as an anonymous member of a larger herd…. YOU - the person 
reading this - are personally known and loved by God. And the only 
condition of God’s love is that it’s boundless.  
 
We assume we have to be good because we want to grow closer to 
God, when the Truth is we first grow closer to God simply by knowing 
He loves us as He does. That, inevitably, cannot but make us “good.” 
The motives and conditions of right behavior are the result of knowing 
you’re loved unconditionally; they are NOT the prerequisite by which 
God loves us. 
 
The condition God’s love places upon us is understood in our simple, 
one word answer to:  
 

“Do you believe that I love you?” 
 
If we can answer “Yes,” our spirits are strengthened, our behaviors 
change, and we will continue to be changed across a lifetime of loving 
the God Who loved us first. If we answer “No,” or “Not sure,” there 
will never be enough…. life will be a continuous exercise in futile 
relationships that will disappoint and deceive us before they disappoint 
and deceive anyone else.  
 
Be of good cheer. God has all the time you need, and His unconditional 
Love for you is radiant, abiding, and without end. Jesus said so at The 
Cross. Do you believe this? 
 
 
For all that has been, Thanks. For all that will be, Yes. 
 
 
FBC3+ 
 



 

Altar Guild 
 
Our Altar Guild provided a beautiful venue for our Holy Week and 
Easter services.  The church was filled with flowers on Easter whose 
aroma reminded of the joy of Spring. There was so much work involved 
in changing the altar for the various services, cleaning and polishing the 
silver so that everything was just right to celebrate the Risen Lord.  We 
are so grateful for their service! 
 
With that said, the Altar Guild needs you, because as the saying goes, 
“many hands make for light work”.  This is a joyous ministry that can be 
tailored to meet your time available.   
 
Please contact Lynne Shand  or Patti Snyder at altarguild@ccpki.org  if 
you can help out.  They would be glad to give you more information in 
how you can participate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flower Guild 

 
For many years, Christ Church had fresh flowers on the altar for many of 
the Sundays of the year.  These were generally sponsored by those who 
wanted to remember or honor loved ones.  We would love to see the 
rebirth of this ministry!   
 
Members of the Flower Guild would coordinate these weekly 
arrangements with our florist and provide information to be included in 
the bulletin.  They would also coordinate and manage the flowers for 
Easter and Christmas or other Holy Days.   
 
If you can see this as a ministry for you, please contact Lois Vanderbok 
at srwarden@ccpki.org for more information.  We are particularly 
looking for someone who can lead this ministry and work with other 
volunteers to lighten the load on our Altar Guild, and provide for a team 
experience. 

 

CCPKI History Group Gathering on May 3 

 

At the recent Diocesan Convention, Father Frank 
invited everyone to return to Christ Church in 6 
years to celebrate our 400th anniversary.  While 
that is a few years away, it will take time to assem-
ble the story of all those years.  There is a lot we 
might want to learn.   

 Who was Julianna Blunt and why did she give 645 acres 
of land to Christ Church in 1838 to support a rector?  
What happened to that land?  

 How many families were members of the church in the 
1800s?   

 Why was the consecration of the 1880 church delayed 
for several years? 

If you are interested in the answers to these and other questions 
about Christ Church’s history, or just like history, please consider 
joining a group to learn more about the history of Christ Church.  
The CCPKI History Group will meet on Saturday, May 3 at 
9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room to identify the subjects we 
want to learn more about, the information we already have, and 
the additional information we need, and our next steps.   

If you are interested but not able to attend this meeting or have 
questions or want more information, please contact Dottie Wilson 
at dorothydwilson@yahoo.com or 615-478-2366.   



 

Service of Remembrance 
 
 

Come join the Broad Creek Cemetery committee on May 10 at 
1:00 p.m. at the cemetery for a service to honor loved ones 
interred in the cemetery. This open air ceremony is open to the 
public and is held every other year. Participants are seated within 
the outlines of the original church. They take part in a service 
which may draw from the Book of Common Prayer of 1559 — the 
same text which families would have used in the 1600s to pay 
respects to their loved ones who had died. Light refreshments will 
be available after the service. In case of rain, the service will be 
moved to Christ Church. 

Christ Church Concert Band is  
Looking for New Members 

 
The Christ Church Concert Band will play at the 9:30 a.m. service on 
June 15th and is looking for additional instrumental musicians. This is a 
great opportunity for high school or adult instrumentalists to play with 
a parish ensemble. Members will be provided with the music ahead of 
time and should be able to learn their part on their own. The Band will 
rehearse at 8 a.m. on the Sunday they play in church, June 15th. See or 
email Gary Van Essen music@ccpki.org for more information. 

Food Donations Are Always Needed! 
 
We continue to experience increasing numbers of 
people who need help with food.  Please help us 
keep our shelves full!  Here is a wish list but we 
welcome all donations: 
 

 Canned meats: chicken, ham, tuna 
 Pasta and Pasta Sauce 
 Chef Boyardee Canned Pasta Meals, Canned Vegetables 
 Peanut Butter & Jelly 
 Cereal, Healthy Snacks, Toiletries 

 



 

Christ Church  Ca

Christ Church Office: 410-643-5921 ~  office@ccpki.org ~ www.ccpki.org                                       C
            

          Regular Office Hours 9 am—3pm

Sun Mon Tue We
    

4  First Communion 
 
8:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Worship Service 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
1:00 Cemetery  
Committee Meeting 
 

6 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
5:30 EfM Conf. Room 
7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 

7 
 
5:00 Evening 
7:30 AA Meet

11 
 
8:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Worship Service 
  
 
 

12 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

13 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
5:30 EfM Conf. Room 
7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 

14     
 
5:00 Evening 
7:00 Finance
7:30 AA Meet
 
 

18     
 
8:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Worship Service 
 

19 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
6:30 Vestry Meeting 
 
 

20 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
5:30 EfM Conf. Room 
7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 
 
 
 

21 
  
5:00 Evening 
6:30 CECDS 
7:30 AA Meet

25    
 
9:30 Worship Service 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 
7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 

28 
 
7:30 AA Meet

 

alendar ~  May 2025 

Clergy Emergencies, contact Father Frank Crumbaugh, Interim Rector ~ 609-709-3939  

m Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

ed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 
8:30 Backpacks Prep 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
 

2 
 
6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

3 
 

9:30 History Committee 
Meeting 
11:00 Jim Ewing  
Funeral 
2:00 AA Meeting 
 

Prayer 
ting 

8 
 
8:30 Backpacks Prep 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
 

9 
 
6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

10 
 
10:00 Altar Guild Mtg 
1:00 Broad Creek Svc 
of Remembrance  
2:00 AA Meeting 
7:00 Pat Byrne Concert 

 

Prayer 
e Committee 
ting 

15 
 
8:30 Backpacks Prep 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
 

 16 
 
6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

17 
 
2:00 AA Meeting 

 

Prayer 
Graduation 

ting 

22 
 
8:30 Backpacks Prep 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

23 
 
6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

24 
 
2:00 AA Meeting 
 

 

ting 

29 
 
8:30 Backpacks Prep 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 

30 
 
6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

31 
 
2:00 AA Meeting 



 

2nd Quarter 2025 Servi
    LEM Lectors Acolytes 

5/4/2025 8AM      
3rd Sunday of 

Easter  Liza Hamill Betsy Sipes  
   Jeffrey Pike  
 10AM     Logan Rosekrans 
  Lois Vanderbok Helen Vansant Landon Rosekrans 

White  Junaita Dombkowski Keith Fulmer Avery Miller 
          

5/11/2025 8AM       
4th Sunday of 

Easter  Jeffrey Pike Maria Jones  
Mother's Day   Liza Hamill  

Baptism 10AM     Luke Brackett 
White  Keith Fulmer Julie Ranelli Emily Schaefer 

   Bob Rosekrans Pat Spinella Katie Schaefer 
          

5/18/2025 8AM  Cathy Smith  
5th Sunday of 

Easter  Jim Lipsner Lois Vanderbok   

White 10AM     Samuel Radley-Tyalor 
  Patti Snyder Carole Katrinic Izzy Slavin 
  Leslie Schneider David Lee Jordan McIlwain 

          
5/25/2025 9:30AM      

6th Sunday of 
Easter   Beverly Cooper Katie Schaefer 
White  Liza Hamill Becky Myers Emily Schaefer 

  Keith Fulmer  Reagan Hohman 

          

6/1/2025 9:30AM      
7th Sunday of 

Easter  Lisa Herlihy Dottie Wilson  Avery Miller 
White   Patrick Herlihy Bob Thompson  Kai Moore 

     Vivian Dorsey 
          

6/8/2025 9:30 AM    
Pentecost  Lois Vanderbok Lisa Herlihy Reagan Hohman 

  Juanita Dombkowski Patrick Herlihy Avery Miller 
RED    Jordan McIlwain 

          

 

ing Chart    
Ushers Altar Guild Counters Greeters Video Tech 

Cathy Smith        

 
Lynne Shand, 
Betsy Sipes,   
Patti Snyder    

   
    
Bob Rosekrans     Bill Vanderbok 
Leslie Schneider  Dottie Wilson Caroline Aland  
  Susan Hogan Susie Reckord  
          
Maria Jones        

 
Maria Jones, 
Becky Myers    

       
David Lee      Dottie Wilson 
Susan Hogan  Judy Peppel Charlie Mead  
  Kate McNealey Molly Cannon  
          
Cathy Smith 

Dee Dee & Kevin 
McCracken,   
Eileen Shreve, 
Carole Tulip   

     

    
Eric Hummel       
Linette Hummel  Liza Hamill Connie Clark  
  Leslie Schneider Becky Myers Liza Hamill 
          
  

Dot Deren, Fred 
&  Linda Klingen-
smith, Nancy 
Link, Julia Bol-
linger 

   
Steve      

Dombkowski Charlie Schwan   
Bernie Gast Judy Peppel Mary Lu Prender  

 Anna Sisson Toinette McDowell  

          

        Bill Vanderbok 

John Reckord    
 Dottie Wilson Molly Cannon  
   Susan Hogan Susie Reckord  
          

 

Maria Jones, 
Becky Myers 

  Dottie Wilson 

Ron McCready    
Laurelle McCready Judy Peppel Charlie Mead  
  Kate McNealey Molly Cannon  
          

Lynne Shand, 
Betsy Sipes,  
Patti Snyder  



 

2025 First Quarter Financial Highlights 

 
Parishioner contributions for the first quarter of 2025 came in 
slightly better than forecasted thanks to your continuing 
generosity.   
 
Although soup and salad sales were strong, revenues were 
slightly below budget this past quarter.  We are grateful for the 
hard-working Soup Groupies and the strong parish and 
community support for this important ministry. 
 
Personnel expenses were lower than budgeted, but are 
uncertain for the remainder of this year because of the 
unpredictability of the costs to support our search for a Curate 
and/or new Rector.  Many thanks to Father Frank for 
serving us so well in these uncertain times and accepting the 
call to serve as our Priest-in-charge. 
 
In the first quarter, we incurred some unbudgeted equipment 
expenses including the replacement of a failing convection 
oven which was necessary in advance of hosting the Diocesan 
Convention, and the purchase of a fire safe used to protect 
essential parish files. 
 
Thank You!  We took advantage of an unusual opportunity to 
purchase a set of used handbells at a very attractive 
price.  Generous parish contributions have covered the cost; 
the bells were first played during our Easter services.  A 
handbell choir is now being formed to enhance our wonderful 
music program. 

 

Financial Statement Notes 
 
General Offerings include contributions, plate 
collections, special offerings and memorial gifts. 
Some memorial gifts are restricted and may not be 
used for budgeted expenses.  
 
Building Use includes rental of our building facili-
ties and kitchen to Living Water Lutheran Church, 
Christ Church Episcopal Day School and to individ-
uals and organizations for weddings and special 
events.  
 
Fund Raisers include such events as Plant Sales 
and Soup Sales.  
 
Personnel expenses include the salaries, bene-
fits, educational and travel expenses for our Rec-
tor, Minister of Music, Sexton, Nursery staff, and 
Parish Administrator.  
 
 
 

 
 
Facilities includes all expenses associated with 
maintaining the “home of our ministries” (including 
our rectory, the home of our rector), such as utili-
ties, repairs, grass cutting, snow plowing and prop-
erty/liability insurance.  
 
Parish Life includes expenses to support outreach 
ministries, including programs for the homeless 
and hungry in our community, as well as our contri-
bution to the Diocese for the work of the Episcopal 
Church. Our worship programs, including the altar 
guild and music ministry are also funded here.  

2025 FUND PERFORMANCE (as of 3-31-2025) 
 

OPERATING FUND 
 

YTD Budget 
 

YTD Actual 
 

YTD Variance 
Revenues       
  General Offerings $88,125 $95,175 $7,050 
  Building Use $10,486 $11,795 $1,309 
  Fund Raisers $17,500 $15,308 ($2,192) 
  Miscellaneous Income $1,369 $6,388 $5,020 

  Total Revenue $117,480 $128,667 $11,187 
Expenses       
  Personnel $68,756 $34,375 $34,382 
  Facilities $32,880 $48,245 ($15,365) 
  Parish Life $24,809 $28,921 ($4,112) 
  Administration $15,240 $16,929 ($1,689) 
  Total Expense $141,685 $128,469 $13,216 
    

Revenue Minus Expenses  
(Surplus/Deficit) 

($24,206) $197 $24,403 
        



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registration is officially open for our 95th Anniversary. We will 
celebrate our long history of connection, and fun here at Camp 
Wright July 26th & 27th. 
 
Saturday will include camp activities and fellowship as well as an 
evening banquet and auction to support Camp Wright. Sunday we 
will gather for Eucharist in Shepherd chapel with Bishop Santosh 
Marray and Father Al Spicer celebrating. A reception and 
dedication of the Landskroener Hammock village will follow. 
 
Overnight lodging and meals are available. More information is 
available on our website and you can register using the link below. 

 
SILENT AUCTION 
 
The 95th Planning Committee has 
set a goal of raising over $15,000 for 
Camp Wright as a part of this 
exciting celebration. Keep an eye out 
for announcements about our 
upcoming Silent Auction where you 
can bid on wonderful items, such as 
this Red, White, & Blue Quilt, 
experiences like "Director for a Day" 
and more! Auction officially opens 
July 1, but many items will be 
uploaded before that date! 
 

Visit our website www.campwright.com for more information. 
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