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“Saint Paul said 'Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.” To work
together, to grow together, we must be tolerant - no one person or faction
seeking to dominate another. And speaking to the Ephesians who were of course
a mixture of Jews and gentiles, Paul reminds us that God’s gift to the Church is
its variety. It is this variety, this diversity of people and views which gives our
Church its strength.... and over the course of many years in the service to our
mother Church, let me tell you there is one sin I have come to fear above all
others... certainty. Certainty is the great enemy of unity. Certainty is the
deadly enemy of tolerance. Even Christ was not certain at the end... dio mio,
dio mio, perché mi hai abbandonato He cried out in His agony at the ninth hour
on the Cross. Our faith is a living thing precisely because it walks hand in hand
with doubt. If there was only certainty and no doubt, there would be no
mystery, and therefore no need for faith.”

-Thomas, Cardinal Lawrence, preaching the opening Mass in
Conclave, Focus Features, 2024

“If there is only certainty and no doubt, there would be no mystery, and
therefore no need for Faith.” This is brilliant writing. Ralph Fiennes does
full justice to Peter Straughan’s adaptation of Robert Harris” novel; his
delivery of Cardinal Lawrence’s extemporaneous musing is masterful.
Though rendered in a fictional work, this is anything but fictional
thinking; it is solid theology. My intuition is that Straughan has a
considerable grasp of theology extending well beyond good technical
consultancy on the movie, and in any case, my first impulse is to cheer.

For too long and to our detriment, the Church has promulgated phrases
like “doubting Thomas.” We cultivate the impression, mistaken or not,
of an ethos suggesting that anyone who stands still long enough will
hear us condemn their legitimate questions. For as long as there have
been human beings, be they persons of faith, agnostics or utter non-
believers, we have exhibited certainty-run-amok.... that common human
flaw best described as “often wrong but never in doubt.” I suppose
anything over-wrought, twisted or excessive could be construed as a sin.
I am sure that somewhere, somehow, in a universe governed by forces I
can’t imagine, it’s possible that a piece of toast and a cup of coffee are

deemed sinful. Such extreme certainties noted, I am bound to say that
in the universe where we live, Faith’s opposite is NOT doubt. Faith’s
opposite in our universe is FEAR. We need never fear a question and
should always be prudent in asking it. AND as often as not our
reticence to ask the question rather than the question’s content is
where we get into spiritual difficulty. Doubt seeks an answer while
fear is afraid of the question. As unlikely a theologian as FDR
(paraphrasing Thoreau) spoke with theological acuity and bracing
courage when he said: “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”

Beyond the bedrock theology in Cardinal Lawrence’s remark about
doubt lies the best of all of it: mystery. The mystery of God is where I
want to live. It is a faithful daily expression of my baptismal vocation
to pursue the mystery of God. That faithful pursuit acknowledges the
natural curiosity that wonders about mechanics - how God has done all
that He has done in The Created Order. Certainly, the intricate physics
and chemistry are interesting, and the incomprehensible distances and
unfathomable lengths of time that those distances represent are
fascinating. Yet the feature of God that nourishes my pursuit of divine
mystery is not how God did it all, but why. Ever the cop I suppose, I
am seeking the motive - the impulse that drove God’s first actions, and
all other subsequent actions by which we understand our lives. God
created all that we perceive, and we apprehend it either through direct
observation or the inferences and implications derived from

everything from mathematics and physics to the revelations beyond
such things that only The Holy Spirit can provide. God has set apart
“this fragile Earth our island home” within the vast Created Order and
“blessed us with memory, reason and skill” — said another way, we are
given self-awareness that knows our triumphs and our tragedies, our
strengths and our weaknesses, our sins, limitations, sorrows and most
blessedly, our redemption. And it’s that last part — redemption —
where the mystery of God finds my heart’s yearning. I long have said
that we spend the first half of our lives trying to leave home, and the
last half of our lives trying to get home. We spend our lives
discovering ourselves as human beings who undertake human doings;
we do the same with God — discovering the Who who does the What.
It's not “How did you redeem me, Lord?” It's “Why do you love me
that much?”



The physical context for our entire lives is the first place we might
pursue God’s motive to do all that has been done. There is enough grist
to keep that mill grinding for our lifetimes! Yet the question.... The
Question.... why? extends well past even the most elegant physics.

The mystery of God finds its elemental root and most basic features in a
divine motive. And all that we know from the accumulated experience
and prayer of every person who ever has lived catalogues and reiterates
over and over again the same conclusion: God’s motive is Love. The
how of it all proceeds from the irreducible first premise of God’s
existence and most faithful expression of all that God is - Love.

Thomas, Cardinal Lawrence addresses his colleagues as they prepare to
discern the next leader of 1.39 billion believing people. He reminds them
that their best lives and soundest judgements are rooted not in certainty
but in the mystery of faith: “Our faith is a living thing precisely because it
walks hand in hand with doubt. If there was only certainty and no doubt, there
would be no mystery, and therefore no need for faith.” He makes clear that a
Church without faith is an institution built on very shaky ground
ironically named certainty. He urges them to have no faith in certainty,
reposing instead all of their certainty in their faith.

So should we. We walk in the mystery of what God has I mind for us as
persons, as a parish Church, as a diocese and as a nation state. And the
uncertainties of any of those is more genuine than the certainties of all of

them put together. We walk by Faith and not by sight.

For all that has been, Thanks. For all that will be, Yes.
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The Handbells are Here!

Christ Church has a rich history of
supporting a vibrant music program,
however the church has never owned a set
of handbells. So, when Christ Church was
given the opportunity to purchase a lightly
-used set of two octaves of handbells from
a church in Baltimore that was closing,
Gary Van Essen approached Lois Vanderbok and suggested we
take advantage of this amazing opportunity. The Finance
Committee and Vestry agreed, and Gary was able to pick up the
handbells in early March. Even better, the closing church donated
the proceeds from the sale to the Maryland State Boychoir, an
advanced choir that has performed several times at Christ Church!

The cost for the set was $5,000, a fraction of the new cost of
$12,000. Within a week, we received 86% of the $5,000 cost. It is
likely that by the time you read this, we will have all the funds
needed. If you'd like to contribute to the project (or to future
handbell music or accessories) please write a check to the church
and put "handbells" in the memo line.

Look for the handbells to be used in church for the first time at the
10 a.m. service on Palm Sunday. A more formal dedication with
lots of handbell music is scheduled for June 1st. Additional
opportunities for handbell players are being planned for the future
so watch church publications or talk to Gary for more
information!

CHRIST CHURCH CONCERT BAND 1S
LOOKING FOR NEW M EMBERS

The Christ Church Concert Band will play at the 9:30 a.m. service
on June 15th and is looking for additional instrumental musicians.
This is a great opportunity for high school or adult
instrumentalists to play with a parish ensemble. Members will be
provided with the music ahead of time and should be able to learn
their part on their own. The Band will rehearse at 8 a.m. on the
Sunday they play in church, June 15th. See or email Gary Van
Essen (music@ccpki.org) if you are interested or for more
information.



A WORD FROM OUR SR. WARDEN

The 157th Convention of the Diocese of Easton, held here at Christ
Church, went off without a hitch. As per usual, our hospitality
group handled this large group with grace and efficiency. There is
no way we can thank them enough for their hard work on both
Friday evening and all-day on Saturday. The mass held on Friday
evening was beautiful. Our choir dazzled, as they seem to do every
Sunday. We received so many compliments on the entire weekend.
Thank you to everyone that helped out, you certainly showed our
visitors what a warm, inviting and healthy parish looks like.

Another big announcement came to the parish on March 18th.
Father Frank was voted, by the Vestry, to be our Priest-in-Charge.
I'd like to address some of the questions that may arise from this
wonderful decision.

What Changes?

For the vast majority of parishioners, there will be little noticeable
change in having Father Frank as our Priest-in-Charge instead of
his being called as Interim Rector. Father Frank will maintain a
similar schedule with perhaps a few more office hours.

On the other hand, this change reflects a commitment on the part
of Father Frank and our parish. It also gives a sense of security
both within our walls and to the Diocese of Easton. While this
position will not be permanent, it will be until we have a successor
in place and ready to go.

Are we still searching?

Yes, however the Search will now change from a Priest-in-Charge
or Rector to that of a Curate. A Curate is one who has recently
graduated from seminary, usually within their first year of
priesthood. A Curate may be in their first or in their second
vocation; they may be of any age or level of life experience. Father
Frank and I along with our contacts from seminaries, clergy, and
other dioceses will identify candidates and present them to the
Search Committee for interviews and visits. This move frees us to
work outside of the restrictive protocols we have faced in a
traditional search. The Vestry will continue to have the final vote
on who is called to our church.

How long will Father Frank stay with us?

Barring unforeseen circumstances, Father Frank will stay with us
throughout this process. Once a Curate is identified, Father Frank
will mentor that person for a period of not less than six months but
not more than 18 months. Father Frank has mentored several
Curates, who have gone on to very successful priesthood, while in
the Diocese of New Jersey.

How will this work?

While Father Frank will continue living at his home in Church Hill,
the new Curate will live in the Rectory, work full time, and receive
the full benefit package. The Curate does not have a guarantee of
permanent employment. We will call someone based on the idea
that they will become our new Priest-in-Charge or Rector.
However, sometimes these turn out to be less of a “fit” than hoped
for. Please be assured that the Search Committee and the Vestry
will not take this decision lightly or in any desperation. We are
looking for the right person to lead our parish for an extended
period of time.

Mentoring a Curate also allows for a slower transition in clergy.
With the growth we have seen in the past two years, the Vestry felt
that it would benefit the parish to keep our direction and practices
while raising up someone who knows, loves and understands us.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask Father
Frank, the Wardens, or any member of the Vestry. And please,
pray for us and the Search Committee as we go about this
important work. This is our church home, and we love you all;
pray that God will bring to us someone who loves us just as much
as Father Frank does.

Lois Vanderbok, Senior Warden



Family Dinner

Night

Sunday, April 6th at 5:30 pm

in Shand Hall.

Followed by Chesapeake Bay
Community Band Concert &
Youth Group at 7 PM.

MD 21666

830 Romancoke Rd Stevensville,
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Join us for our 2025 season
opening performance

Date: April 6,2025

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Place: Christ Church
830 Romancoke
Road
Stevensville, MD

Concerts are FREE and open to the
public. Donations happily accepted.
The Chesapeake Bay Community Band is
a 501c3 Non Profit Organization and your
donations are tax deductible.
/44
-
www.chesapeakebaycommunityband.org

-




Christ Church Calendar ~ April 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
5:00 Evening Prayer 10:30 Bible Study 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting | 2:00 AA Meeting
5:30 EfM Conf. Room 5:00 Evening Prayer 2:30-5:30 Soup Sales | 7:30 AA Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 7:30 AA Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer | 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting
6 Lent5 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00 Worship Service 5:00 Evening Prayer | 5:00 Evening Prayer 10:30 Bible Study 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting | 2:00 AA Meeting

10:00 Worship Service

5:30 EfM Conf. Room

5:00 Evening Prayer

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales

7:30 AA Meeting

5:30 Family Dinner 7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 7:30 AA Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer | 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting
7:00 FREE Concert
7:00 Youth Group
13 PALM SUNDAY | 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00 Worship Service 1:00 Cemetery 5:00 Evening Prayer 5:00 Evening Prayer 8:30 Backpacks Prep 12:00 Good Friday Svc | 2:00 AA Meeting
10:00 Worship Service Committee Meeting 5:30 EfM Conf. Room 7:00 Finance Meeting 2:30-5:30 Soup Sales | 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting
7:00 Youth Group 5:00 Evening Prayer | 7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 7:30 AA Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer 7:00 Good Friday Svc
7:00 Maundy 7:30 AA Meeting
Thursday Service 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting
20 EASTER 21 22 23 24 25 26
6:30 Sunrise Service 5:00 Evening Prayer | 5:00 Evening Prayer 5:00 Evening Prayer 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting | 2:00 AA Meeting

8:00 Worship Service

6:30 Vestry Meeting

5:30 EfM Conf. Room

7:30 AA Meeting

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales

7:30 AA Meeting

10:00 Worship Service 7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer | 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting
27 28 29 30
8:00 Worship Service Grandparents/
10:00 Worship Service | Special Friends
7:00 Youth Group Day—CECDS
5:00 Evening Prayer

Christ Church Office: 410-643-5921 ~ office@ccpki.org ~ www.ccpki.org

Regular Office Hours 9 am—3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Clergy Emergencies, contact Father Frank Crumbaugh 111, Interim Rector ~ 609-709-3939




2nd Quarter 2025 Serving Chart

LEM Lectors Acolytes Ushers Altar Guild Counters Greeters Video Tech
4/6/2025 8:00 AM Cathy Smith
Lynne Shand,
Fifth Sunday in Betsy Sipes,
Lent Jeffrey Pike  |Betsy Sipes Patti Snyder
Thom Hirsch
Samuel Radley-
Lent 5C 10:00 AM Lisa Herlihy  |Carole Katrinic Taylor John Reckord Bill Vanderbok
Purple Patrick Herlihy |David Lee Jordan Mcllwain Leslie Schneider Dottie Wilson Caroline Aland
Izzy Slavin Susan Hogan Susie Reckord
4/13/2025 8:00 AM Liza Hamill Maria Jones
Maria Jones,
Palm Sunday Patti Snyder  |Jeffrey Pike Becky Myers
10:00 AM Keith Fulmer  |Jennifer Leach Logan Rosekrans David Lee Dottie Wilson
Dark Red Bob Rosekrans |David Lee Landon Rosekrans Susan Hogan Judy Peppel Charlie Mead
Luke Brackett Kate McNealey |Molly Cannon
4/17/2025 7:00 PM Bernie Gast Dottie Wilson
Maundy
Thursday Jeff Pike Cheryl Valentine Charlie Schwan
Dark Red Lois Vanderbok |Julie Ranelli
4/18/2025 12:00 PM Bernie Gast Bill Vanderbok
Good Friday Volunteer Needed|Charlie Mead John Reckord
No Hangings Liza Hamill Lois Vanderbok
7:00 PM
Leslie Schneider |Donna Guilford David Lee
Patti Snyder |Jeffrey Pike Susan Hogan
4/20/2025 8:00 AM . . : Dee Dee & Kev-
EASTER Jim Lipsner  |Lois Vanderbok Lois Vanderbok |in McCracken,
Eileen Shreve,
Easter Year C Maria Jones Carole Tulip
Samuel Radley-
White 10:00 AM Taylor
Keith Fulmer  |Caroline Aland Avery Miller John Reckord Liza Hamill Connie Clark
Leslie Schneider |Bob Thompson  |Reagan Hohman Berniie Gast Leslie Schneider |Becky Myers Liza Hamill
4/27/2025 8:00 AM Cathy Smith
2nd Sunday of Dot D Fred
Easter Patti Snyder  |Cathy Smith &oLincej;en, e
Thom Hirsch Klingensmith,
Samuel Radley- Nancy Link,
10:00 AM Taylor Ron McCready |Julia Bollinger
White Lisa Herlihy  |Leona Parker Kai Moore Laurelle McCready Judy Peppel Mary Lu Prender
Patrick Herlihy |Mike Parker Vivian Dorsey Anna Sisson Toinette McDowell |Steve Dombkowski




FAMILY MINISTRY

The Family Ministry has an exciting month ahead! We invite you to join
us for our Family Dinner on Sunday, April 6th, at 5:30 PM in Shand
Hall, followed by Youth Group at 7 PM. Remember, Sunday School is
held every Sunday at 10 AM in the Wiggle Worship Room. We would
greatly appreciate parent volunteers to assist in the Wiggle during the 10
AM service.

If you're interested and have some fun ideas to contribute, please contact
Alesia Grier at familyministry@ccpki.com. Lastly, don’t forget to save
the date for our Easter Egg Hunt Eggstravaganza on Sunday, April 20th,
right after the 10 AM service for children from newborns to fifth graders!
Our Middle and High school students will have their Easter Egg Hunt at
7 PM during Youth Group!
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"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life."
John 3:16:
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Grades 6th-12th
Every Sunday at 7pm
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y : Children’s

* _Communion
Class

New friends and kids who want to participate
again are welcome!

Sunday April 6th, 13th,& 27th
During TOAM Service

First Communion Ceremony will be held
Sunday, May 4, 2025 @ 10AM

DONATIONS NEEDED

“The shelves empty as soon as we fill them and it’s a challenge
keeping up with demand especially during the winter months.
We are in need of donations to refill our shelves!” says Christine
Perkins, Food Pantry Director.

Want to donate:

e Non-perishable items

o Canned meats H /\

o Low sugar canned fruit

o Healthy soups gl 'a‘{en .v

« Pasta & Pasta Sauce M In IStI'I es

e Rice Hope Through Sheiter, Clothing & Food

e Kids snack items

e Canned Vegetables

o Healthy cereals and other healthy canned dry goods

and non-perishable food
No expired items, please
e Toiletries

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
May 10th at 1:00 p.m.

w Broad Creek Cemetery

Kent Island « Established in 1652

Come join the Broad Creek Cemetery committee on May 10 at 1:00 p.m.
at the cemetery for a service to honor loved ones interred in the ceme-
tery. This open air ceremony is open to the public and is held every other
year. Participants are seated within the outlines of the original church.
They take part in a service which may draw from the Book of Common
Prayer of 1559 — the same text which families would have used in the
1600s to pay respects to their loved ones who had died. Light refresh-
ments will be available after the service. In case of rain, the service will
be moved to Christ Church.




CECDS APRIL NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

The highlight of March was our First Annual Art Show! On March 12th,
the school wing was adorned with the children’s interpretations of the
Mona Lisa and Van Gogh’s Starry Night, as well as sculptures, 3D spring
flowers, jellyfish, mud pies, fish on sticks, Wocket in My Pocket
sculptures (inspired by Dr. Seuss), snowflakes, fall apple prints, and
winter snow pictures. All the families came out to view these
masterpieces as the children proudly explained their creative process. It
was a fun evening for all!

In April, we are looking forward to our Easter celebration and
Grandparents Day.

Mark your calendars for the Fund the Fun fundraiser at Ten Eyck
Brewery on May 3rd! Everyone is welcome to this family event from
noon to 4:00 p.m. There will be lots of great silent auction items and
raffles. Come be part of the fun and help raise money for scholarships,
enrichment materials, and events for CECDS.

We still have a few spots left in Nursery and Pre-K for Fall 2025. Please
call or email to arrange a tour of the school. For more information, visit
www.cecds.org.
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CHRIST CHURCH PARISH SERVICES FOR

HOLY WEEK

April 13, 2025

8:00 am & 10:00 am

> Maundy Thursday

\ April 17, 2025
7:00 pm

I

Good F riday

April 18, 2025

12:00 noon & 7:00 pm

Easter Sunrise Service

April 20, 2025

6:30 am
J _\ \
Easter Sunday * '
April 20, 2025 '@\w

8:00 am & 10:00 am
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