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....Kingdom right here, right now....
© 2025 Frank B. Crumbaugh III

“Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot.

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come
not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew’s fifth chapter carries much.... it begins with The Beatitudes,
addresses light, murder, adultery, oath-taking, divorce and concludes
with: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matthew
speaks of Jesus” example and our behavior in response to Him. In
pragmatic, accessible images, Matthew 5 admonishes us to strive for
authenticity:

"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
underfoot.

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

And beyond authenticity, Jesus recalibrates our vision to see what our
mental chatter and petty distractions often miss: The Kingdom of
God.

The Kingdom is a recurring theme for Matthew. In these readings, he
steps away from his formulaic “The Kingdom of Heaven is like...” or “The
Kingdom of Heaven is as if...” and he opts instead for describing
conditions - the symptoms if you like - of His ministry’s completion,
pointing us toward a deeper Truth:

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come
not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all
is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.”

The Kingdom is now. We don’t have to die to win, we have to live to
win. Jesus tells us that since the Kingdom is already as well as not yet,
we are not rehearsing or ramping up for the commencement of
something. That something has already begun, we’re on the record
now, and the fulfillment of that something will not happen only in the
sweet by-and-by.... we do not get off that easily. We do not simply
have to hold on in tooth-grinding determination until we die. No, I
believe Jesus is coaching us to understand a different Truth - the Truth
that the Kingdom is fully manifested when we, right here, right now,
humble ourselves before God. The Kingdom in fact cannot fully come
until that takes place.

This is the 26 March 1951 cover of TIME. It features
+Henry Knox Sherrill; when this cover was published,
Bishop Sherrill was our Presiding Bishop. In his
comments, +Henry Knox Sherrill made clear Matthew 5’s
point:



“The joyful news that He is risen does not change the contemporary world. Still
before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice. But the fact of Easter gives us the
spiritual power to do the work, accept the discipline, and make the sacrifice.”

When we apprehend the fact of Easter, the Kingdom about which Jesus
is teaching begins in us individually. As the fact of Easter is more and
more widely acknowledged, the Kingdom about which Jesus is teaching
spreads out across time and nations and peoples until, finally “Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven” is neither
metaphor nor fond hope, but literal report.... the Kingdom of Heaven
manifested and clear here and now, not there and then. We hear Jesus

say.

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come
not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

And when we understand what He’s saying, we know Bishop Sherrill
was right: “...the fact of Easter gives us the spiritual power to do the work,
accept the discipline, and make the sacrifice” to live as Kingdom people right
here, right now. The question becomes not “Can we?” but "Will we?”

For all that has been, Thanks. For all. That will be, Yes.

FBC3+

Matthew 5:13-20 NRSV
Matthew 5:13-16 NRSV
Matthew 5:17-20 NRSV
Matthew 6:10 NRSV

Matthew 5:17-20 NRSV

A Word from Our Sr. Warden

January was a busy month at our parish, and February looks to
bring more of the same. This month, we’ll have a family dinner on
the 2nd of February followed by our youth group’s meeting. As
always, we will need some help setting up, preparing the meal and
cleaning up after the dinner, it is well worth it for the fellowship
time and good food! February 8th from 1pm until 4 pm, we will
have a fund raiser for Haven Ministries that features Stan Link
teaching us some watercolor painting techniques and helping us
paint a picture to take home. There are only three spots left, so if
you are interested, please add your name to our list in the narthex
soon.

I do want to thank the congregation for reelecting Warren, Kate
and me to our positions. I am truly blessed to work with these
wonderful people! Our new Vestry members will join us on
February 17th to begin their three-year term; we are so excited to
welcome Mike Parker, Patti Snyder, and Jone Taylor to the Vestry
and will look forward to their input on the issues we will face this
year.

The Diocese of Easton will hold their 157th convention at Christ
Church on March 7, 2025 with a Eucharist at 6:00 pm and a full
day on March 8, 2025 beginning at 8:00 am. Our delegates to the
convention are Marguerite Starsoneck, Stan Link, Charlie Mead
and Warren Prender (alternate). This convention will include a
visit to Camp Wright for the delegates and a discussion of the
future of the Diocese, as well as reports and presentations. Lindy
Coltharp and Molly Canon will be organizing a fund-raising
breakfast and Humble Hearts will be catering lunch. We will need
volunteers to help with food and refreshments, registration
assistance, and general hosting duties. You’ll find a sign-up sheet
in the Narthex soon. Please consider helping out for a few hours, it
will give you some insight into the workings of the Diocese and
help us to display our welcome and caring parish.

See you on Sunday! Lois Vanderbok, Senior Warden



ALTAR GUILD

Have you ever wondered what goes on “behind the scenes” of the
Eucharist? The Altar Guild sets up and cleans up the items and
elements used in the Eucharist as well as draping the altar for
service. If you think this might be a ministry for you, please join
Father Frank in the Sanctuary after the 10:00 am service on
February 9, 2025. This is a great time to find out or refresh your
knowledge of this vitally important ministry. We will be hosting
the pre-convention Eucharist on March 7, 2025, with clergy from
all over the Diocese, a great opportunity all Guild members to
serve. All current Altar Guild members are asked to attend this
meeting and get to know each other and Father Frank to help with
his discernment of a new Director.

BIBLE STUDY

Beginning February 26, 2025, Patrick Murphy will be leading a
Bible Study group at 10:30 am in the Conference Room. The topic
for this eight-week study will be the Letter of James. Christian
tradition has held that the name “James” refers to a brother of
Jesus who was an early leader of the Jerusalem church. Patrick is
a current participant n EfM and has led Bible studies for many
years in his previous churches. Please meet Patrick in the Narthex
following the 10:00 services or sign up in the Narthex. Space is
limited to 10 participants for this initial program.

/ 2024 Giving Statements were sent \
via email on January 30th.

Please be sure to check your email.

Printed copies will be mailed to those without email
addresses on file and
are also available upon request.

Be sure to review your statement carefully
when you receive it.

Questions? Contact the Parish Office

\ office@ccpki.org or 410-643-5921 /

DONATIONS NEEDED

“The shelves empty as soon as we fill them and it’s a challenge
keeping up with demand especially during the winter months.
We are in need of donations to refill our shelves!” says Christine
Perkins, Food Pantry Director.

Want to donate:

o Non-perishable items

o Canned meats H /\

o Low sugar canned fruit

o Healthy soups % ?‘{BI’I .v

« Pasta & Pasta Sauce M Ini Stn es

« Rice Hope Through Sheiter, Clothing & Food

o Kids snack items

o Canned Vegetables

o Healthy cereals and other healthy canned dry goods

and non-perishable food.
No expired items.
o Toiletries

ankm,

It is Registration Time! We have openings available in our Full
day Pre-K and in our Nursery classes. Please pass the word to your
friends and neighbors. We offer private tours with an
appointment.

The children have enjoyed helping the church “Backpack Weekend
Meals for Kids” program. We have been helping children sort and
fill bags of food for the church to take to the schools in our area.
Our plan is to do this each month, so children have the
opportunity to learn about caring for others in our community.
We are looking forward to our Valentine’s Day parties and post
office. The children enjoy making Valentines, designing stamps
and mailing letters in our school post office.

If you would like more information about CECDS please visit us at
www.cecds.org or call 410-643-8248.




Christ Church Calendar ~ Feb 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2:00 AA Meeting
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:00 Worship Service 5:00 Evening Prayer | 5:00 Evening Prayer 5:00 Evening Prayer 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting | 1:00-4:00 Water

10:00 Worship Service

5:30 EfM Conf. Room

7:30 AA Meeting

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales

7:30 AA Meeting

Color Paint Class

5:30 Family Dinner 7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer | 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 2:00 AA Meeting
7:00 Youth Group

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

8:00 Worship Service 5:00 Evening Prayer | 5:00 Evening Prayer 5:00 Evening Prayer 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting | 2:00 AA Meeting

10:00 Worship Service

5:30 EfM Conf. Room

7:00 Finance Meeting

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales

7:30 AA Meeting

6:00 Fundraiser for

7:00 Youth Group 7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 7:30 AA Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting Saving Future
Feral Cats
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
1:00 Cemetery 5:00 Evening Prayer 5:00 Evening Prayer 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting | 2:00 AA Meeting

8:00 Worship Service

Committee Meeting

5:30 EfM Conf. Room

7:30 AA Meeting

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales

7:30 AA Meeting

10:00 Worship Service | 5:00 Evening Prayer | 7:00 Boy Scout Meeting 5:00 Evening Prayer 7:30 Al-Anon Meeting

7:00 Youth Group 6:30 Vestry Meeting

23 24 25 26 27 28

8:00 Worship Service 5:00 Evening Prayer | 5:00 Evening Prayer 10:30 Bible Study 8:30 Backpacks Prep 6:30 Women’s AA Meeting

10:00 Worship Service
7:00 Youth Group

5:30 EfM Conf. Room
7:00 Boy Scout Meeting

5:00 Evening Prayer
7:30 AA Meeting

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales
5:00 Evening Prayer

7:30 AA Meeting
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting

Christ Church Office: 410-643-5921 ~ office@ccpki.org ~ www.ccpki.org

Regular Office Hours 9 am—3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Clergy Emergencies, contact Father Frank Crumbaugh Ill, Interim Rector ~ 609-709-3939




Quarterly Financial Highlights

Thanks to the continued generosity of our parishioners, and the
tireless efforts of the Soup Group, we finished the 4th quarter on a
high note. Not only did we pay off our mortgage, but 2024 was
the first year in recent history where actual expenses were lower
than forecasted, AND the actual income was higher than
predicted! Continuing this fiscal momentum will allow us to
focus more on our ministries in the year ahead.

This year’s Stewardship campaign, Living Our Faith ~ Embracing
our Future, reflected the spirit of our vibrant, engaged
congregation. The campaign resulted in a 30% increase over last
year’s operating gift plans, a testimony to the remarkable strength
and commitment of our congregation. Your generous
contributions will help Christ Church build our ministries and live
into our exciting future.

In 2024, we withdrew $25,148.86 less from our endowment funds
than originally budgeted. In doing so, our reliance on our
investment funds was lessened, and our goal of prudently
withdrawing no more than 5% per year from our endowment
funds has been achieved!

The Finance Committee worked hard to accelerate the 2025 budget
process, developing a draft budget two months early, thus
enabling the Vestry to better plan and evaluate options related to
the new rector, the rectory, and church facilities for programs in
the coming year.

We are blessed and very grateful for the progress our parish has
made in 2024, putting us in a strong position to sustain our growth
and support our ministries in 2025.

2024 FUND PERFORMANCE (as of 12-31-2024)

OPERATING FUND YTD Budget YTD Actual  YTD Variance
Revenues
General Offerings $262,500 $292,905 $30,405
Building Use $39,444 $40,631 $1,187
Fund Raisers $68,500 $74,818 $6,318
Miscellaneous Income $6,250 $5,566 ($684)
Total Revenue $376,694 $413,919 $37,225
Expenses
Personnel $197,264 $134,969 $62,295
Facilities $115,695 $152,963 ($37,268)
Parish Life $76,739 $68,152 $8,587
Administration $45,110 $42,030 $3,080
Total Expense $434,808 $398,114 $36,694
Revenue Minus Expenses (Deficit) ($58,114) ($15,805) $73,919
MORTGAGE FUND
Offerings $45,416 $64,232 $18,816
Outstanding Mortgage Loan $0

Financial Statement Notes

General Offerings include contributions, plate collec-
tions, special offerings and memorial gifts. Some
memorial gifts are restricted and may not be used for
budgeted expenses.

Building Use includes rental of our building facilities
and kitchen to Living Water Lutheran Church, Christ
Church Episcopal Day School and to individuals and
organizations for weddings and special events.

Fund Raisers include such events as Plant Sales
and Soup Sales.

Personnel expenses include the salaries, benefits,
educational and travel expenses for our Rector, Minis-
ter of Music, Sexton, Nursery staff, and Parish Admin-
istrator.

Facilities includes all expenses associated with
maintaining the “home of our ministries” (including our
rectory, the home of our rector), such as utilities,
repairs, grass cutting, snow plowing and property/
liability insurance.

Parish Life includes expenses to support outreach
ministries, including programs for the homeless and
hungry in our community, as well as our contribution
to the Diocese for the work of the Episcopal Church.
Our worship programs, including the altar guild and
music ministry are also funded here.



LEM Lectors Ushers Acolytes Altar Guild Counters Greeters Video Tech
2/2/2025 8AM Jeffrey Pike Maria Jones Dot Deren, Fred &
The Presentation Is'mgﬁ ﬂgggynLink
of J'T':umspi‘; the Lois Vanderbok Maria Jones Julia Bollinger
10AM Reagan Hohman
Green Keith Fulmer Lisa Herlihy John Reckord Katie Schaefer Judy Peppel Mary Lu Prender Bill
Lois Vanderbok Patrick Herlihy |Charlie Schwan Emily Schaefer Anna Sisson  |Toinette McDowell Vanderbok
2/9/2025 8AM Betsy Sipes Cathy Smith
Fifth Sunday Jeffrey Pike Cathy Smith II%TQ; sﬁgggd’
aft_er the Patti Snyder
Epiphany
10AM Logan Rosekrans
Green Bob Rosekrans Scouts Warren Prender Landon Rosekrans Judy Peppel Caroline Aland Steve
Samuel Radley- Dombkowski
Scout Sunday Juanita Dombkowski Charlie Mead Taylor Susan Hogan |Susie Reckord
2/16/2025 8AM Maria Jones Lois Vanderbok
Jim Lipsner Lois Vanderbok Maria Jones
Sixth Sunday Becky Myers
é’ft_e';‘the Samuel Radley- Steve
piphany i i i i
10AM |Lisa Herlihy Donna Guilford |Ron McCready Taylor Judy Peppel Charlie Mead Dombkowski
Luke Brackett
Green Patrick Herlihy Jennifer Leach |Laurelle McCready Avery Miller Kate McNealey |Molly Cannon
2/23/2025 8AM Thom Hirsch Cathy Smith
Seventh Sunday Dee Dee & Kevin
after the Lois Vanderbok Cathy Smith l\sﬂﬁr%:/?kgg}oﬂeen
Epiphany Tulip ’
10AM Avery Miller
Green Juanita Dombkowski |Keith Fulmer  |Susan Hogan Vivian Dorsey Liza Hamill Connie Clark
Leslie Schnei-
Leslie Schneider Pat Spinella David Lee Jordan Mclliwan der Becky Myers Liza Hamill
3/2/2025 8AM Thom Hirsch Maria Jones
Last Sunday Dot Deren, Fred &
fter th . . Linda Klingen-
Ea ‘er;]t e Patti Snyder Maria Jones smith, Nancy Link
piphany Julia Bollinger
Samuel Radley-
10AM Jennifer Leach Taylor
Lisa Herlihy Bob Thompson |Charlie Mead Kai Moore Judy Peppel Mary Lu Prender Dottie Wilson
White Patrick Herlihy Leslie Schneider Luke Brackett Anna Sisson Toinette McDowell




Last month, CCPKI hosted their Acolyte Class and Refresher Course.
Let's give a warm welcome to our newest Acolytes: Kai Moore, Jordan
Mcllwain, and Luke Brackett! Samuel Radley-Taylor did a fantastic job
leading the course, balancing fun with valuable information about being
an Acolyte.

g GRADES 6TH-12TH

Let Us Love One Another, I
God. N

For Love Comes From
e ¢ 2@ : i SR - 1JOHN 4:7-9
As we celebrate American Heart Month this month, it's a perfect oppor- m éwno(a/g/& @ 7P/m

tunity to explore not only the importance of the heart but also the im-

mense love of Jesus. - \—’s u ND AY b
Famiy Dinner +«v SCHooL

FAMILY MINISTRY ?Hw% W _

SUNADYS | 10 A.M.| WIGGLE WORSHIP

gl It “WE LOVE BECAUSE

HE FIRST LOVED US”

’ 1 JOHN 4:19
Sunday v
February 2nd ' < v
5:30pm ’ S /)
Shand Hall
Laughter and L
" vednas. @ ¢
Followed By et

Youth Group

=25 E
at 7pm




SAVE THE DATE!

Join Us for Excellent Music and Great Food!

On Sunday, February 16th, the Arundel Vocal Ensemble
(AVE) will sing as part of the 10 a.m. Eucharist service and then
perform a thirty-minute concert immediately following the
service. AVE is the premier, auditioned choral ensemble from
Arundel High School in Gambrills, MD. After the concert,
Christ Church will host a delicious potluck lunch for
everyone. The church will provide a deli platter; please
bring a dish to share. Invite a friend and come celebrate the
holiday weekend with excellent music, great food, and your
friends from Christ Church!
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