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New Year’s Day 2025 
© 2024  Frank B Crumbaugh III 

 
 
“Nostalgia is the lie of the past. Fantasy is the lie of the present and 
future.” - The Rev’d Canon Charles LaFond 
 
Even lacking formal training in the classics, people recognize 
immediately the Roman deity Janus - the god depicted with two faces on 
the same head, looking in opposite directions…. the deity from whom we 
take the name of the first month of the year. The Romans knew it is 
inevitable at year’s end/beginning to take stock for a moment, and then 
peer into the gloom from which the future is emerging. Anyone with a 
mind and heart does this almost instinctively, risking nostalgia instead of 
memory, tempted toward fantasy instead of relying upon hope. Nostalgia 
and fantasy are traps we set for ourselves, and maturity provides the 
better alternatives of memory and hope. Truth be told, it’s not that hard to 
tell the former from the latter: for example, we imagine what we’d do 
with a winning lottery ticket - that’s fantasy, not hope. As long as we 
know that’s fantasy, we’re OK. When we’re unclear about it, though - 
lingering a bit too long in that place where we muddle the distinctions 
between nostalgia/fantasy and memory/hope - things become dangerous. 
I’m reminded of my clinical supervisor’s shorthand for such distinctions: 
“Neurotics build castles in the sky. Psychotics live in them.” We’re 
already in dangerous territory in the act of remembering; human memory 
is a self-editing sense, and it is shaped in part by what we wish had 
happened rather than the perhaps more painful and probably much more 
mundane reality of what did happen. These are common, self-laid traps; 
one is spiritually mature not in their absence (itself a fantasy) but in 
recognizing them for what they are and choosing the more mature and 
truthful path. Memory recalls the humble reality of what was, and hope 
asks the best of what may come. 
 
At the turning of the year, I catalogue the victories and losses - the trials 
and the triumphs - of my life. Not unique in the least, I join billions of 
my fellow creatures who mark time as I do, taking a cursory inventory of 
the year just ended. And I do so knowing that comparisons are odious…. 
something qualifies as a triumph or a tragedy based on who the observer 
is, not on what happened. For one person a remembered fender bender is 
just some stressed sheet metal, while for another it’s a catastrophe. For 
one person, a death is recalled with grim satisfaction, for another it’s a 
gentle mercy, and for yet another that same death is the occasion of 
crushing grief.  
 

 

As to the coming year, I want to separate my hopes from fantasy. I have 
discovered that many of my hopes remain the same from year to year. 
They focus primarily on my faith, the acuity of my perception, and the 
deepening of what little wisdom I possess. I want to “get it.” I want to 
see what’s actually in front of me, to decipher the truth in what I see, and 
interpret it maturely. Such desires bear immediately upon New Year’s 
Day and every subsequent day. They help me to see clearly…. they make 
it easier to know whose heart will be broken, and whose heart will be 
mended…. who will finally “get it” and who will remain utterly 
clueless…. who will live in their anger and hurt for yet another season, 
and who will be redeemed in setting such things aside…. what are the 
joys and sorrows of the year to come…. what are God’s possibilities, not 
just my own? My year-to-year hopes are anchored not so much in 
specific outcomes, but rather in God loving me, and my flexibility to 
comprehend and adapt to processes and events as they become clear. I 
think I’m not alone in this.  
 
Recognizing and stepping around the nostalgia/fantasy trap, what are 
your memories of the year past, and your hopes for the year ahead? For 
what endings and for what beginnings do you hope in the time ahead? 
 
Any assessment of 2024 undoubtedly includes ambivalence generally 
about the life we live as persons, as families, as a parish and a diocese, as 
a nation, and as occupants of a planet that every second grows smaller 
and more violent. Added to these things may be personal health concerns 
of one kind or another, worries about money and changing relationships, 
and death. We weigh heavy losses in 2024 among all sorts of public 
personalities, including James Earl Jones, Quincy Jones, Maggie Smith, 
Pete Rose, Kris Kristofferson, Gena Rowlands, John Amos, Sheila 
Jackson-Lee, Bob Newhart, Ruth Westheimer, Shelley Duvall, Martin 
Mull, Donald Sutherland, Willie Mays, Dabney Coleman, Louis Gossett, 
Jr., Alexey Navalny, Seiji Ozawa, Charles Osgood, Chita Rivera, Ethel 
Kennedy, Glynis Johns, Phil Lesh, Teri Garr, Norman Jewison, Joseph 
Lieberman, Toby Keith, Bill Walton, Jerry West, Orlando Cepeda, Lilly 
Ledbetter, Phil Donohue, Gustavo Gutierrez, and Fernando Valenzuela. 
Closer to home, fewer in number but far more painful, our recent 
memory tallies parish losses that include John Kirby and Charles Tulip 
III. These are but a few deaths that touch us; each death is an occasion to 
reflect upon “the shortness and uncertainty of human life,”  and in that 
reflective moment to be grateful for the lives we have been given. 
 
Gratitude does not express itself simply in self-congratulatory relief at 
having been spared this or that, but rather turns us toward a better 
stewardship of the Graces we have been given, and the resolution to 



 

strengthen what is good and change what is not so good. Resolutions at 
this time of year are fraught with peril; facile, tepid New Year’s 
resolutions usually are sincerely made, quickly broken vows about 
exercise, diet and other personal habits, expressing desire to change that 
goes nowhere because, if we are honest with ourselves, we really don’t 
want to change how we live. Gratitude confers resolve of a different sort.  
 
As you look toward 2025, do you have any hopes you can articulate? Do 
you live with the vague yearning simply to lose nothing more? 
Remember, hope isn’t a lottery ticket - that’s fantasy. If you can tell the 
difference and you do have hopes, what are they? Is a part of your hope 
the desire for a changed condition in your life when you can be the 
passive recipient of it? At what point are you willing to become an active 
participant in the realization of your hopes? How do your hopes modify 
when you contemplate what you personally must change or sacrifice to 
realize them? If you’re too tired or frightened to effect the changes and 
make the sacrifices, you are saying at least in part that you’re willing to 
give away some hope. You sure? Are you OK with that? If not, look for 
the point where fantasy becomes hope, and the point right next to it 
where hope ceases being an abstraction and becomes a goal? Where is 
Jesus in all of this? How is He connected to your hope? What do you 
believe God hopes for you in 2025? 
 
New Year’s Day is a contemplative day freighted with questions and 
very light on answers. At such times, prayer helps…. prayer that listens 
more than it speaks…. the urgency of the day ironically being waiting 
and listening rather than talking and acting. As the arbitrary ticking of the 
clock leads us out of one year into another, observe the moment in quiet 
prayerful listening. I ask that you make time to eat food that fortifies you, 
and drink that gladdens your heart. I ask that your activity include 
pursuits that make your heart sing. I pray that you will neither be dragged 
kicking and screaming into 2025, nor rush headlong into it in ill-
considered haste. As people whose hope is in the Word made flesh, I 
pray that our quiet confident hope in God finds our backs straightened, 
our shoulders squared, and our eyes open to greet God’s possibiliti4es 
and our own in the year ahead. 
 
2025 is here. What do you have in mind for us to know, Lord?  
 
 
FBC3+ 
  

Senior Warden Report 
 

Happy New Year! 

2024 was such a wonderful year for our parish, so much so, that it 
makes me wonder what God has in store for us in 2025.  This year, 
there is no mortgage to pay, no roofs to replace, our pastoral 
ministry, Connections, is up and running and we have a new and 
exciting Youth and Family Ministry.  

I pray this year brings us a new Rector, and while I know it will be 
in God’s good time, it still produces that little touch of anxiety in 
all of us. At the same time, I wonder if this period of waiting is 
God’s way of showing us how very strong we are, and how much 
we can accomplish as a community of volunteers devoted to 
spreading the love that Jesus teaches us.  

In the coming months, it is my goal to enhance the work of our 
Youth and Family Ministry so that it includes more activities, more 
interactions for the youth within the Diocese and the Province, as 
well as increased youth presence in the liturgies. We are even 
going to try out a few fund raisers to provide scholarships for 
youth leadership training and conferences. 

Stan Link, our resident water color artist will be holding a class on 
February 8th that will teach you some basic techniques and you’ll 
create your very own painting to take home. All net proceeds will 
go to Haven Ministries to support their work in the area. Many 
thanks to Marguerite Starsoneck for being our Vestry “idea 
person” and coming up with creative ideas for parish activities. 

At the end of this month we will hold our Annual Parish Meeting.  
It is a great time to catch up on the business of the parish and 
enjoy a nice lunch with friends.  More importantly, it is a time to 
hear about various ministries and to find your place in the work of 
our parish family.  I hope you are pleasantly surprised at how 
much joy you can find while caring for our community. 

May this year bless you with good health, joy and great love. 

Lois Vanderbok, Sr. Warden 

847-650-2680 

srwarden@ccpki.org 



 

Parish Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 26, 2025 

11:15 am 
  

There will be only one service that day! 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held in the Sanctuary 
immediately following the 10:00 AM Worship service. The 
Annual Meeting is an opportunity to gather together, enjoy lunch, 
celebrate the closing of 2024 and share plans for 2025.   
 
We will celebrate the continued service of our Church Wardens, 
Lois Vanderbok and Warren Prender, and of our Treasurer, 
Kate McNealey. We will elect three new Vestry members to serve 
three-year terms. The three vestry nominees are Mike Parker, 
Patti Snyder and Jone Taylor. We will also approve three lay 
delegates to the Diocesan Convention.  They are Marguerite 
Starsoneck, Charlie Mead, Stan Link and Alternate, 
Warren Prender.  
 
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting, and members in good 
standing will vote for Vestry candidates and delegates to the 
Annual Diocesan Convention.  
 
Our heartfelt thanks to Charlie Mead, Becky Myers and Ben 
Riley who will complete their terms as Vestry Members. 
 
Our Sr. Warden is Lois Vanderbok  
 
My husband Bill and I have called Christ 
Church Kent Island our home since 2019 . Since 
then, we have found our lives enriched and 
enlivened by the parish family we found. I was 
baptized and confirmed in the Roman Catholic 
Church and grew up an active member of the 
parishes in which I lived. I began to gravitate 
toward the Episcopal Church in the early 
1980’s. I was drawn to the more accepting and loving tenets, while 
still holding onto the rites and traditions that I held dear.  In 1984, 
I was received into the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
Dallas.  During that period, I led the community food pantry which 
was housed in our parish. 
  
 

 

I retired as Director of Human Resource Operations for North 
America from a global wind energy company. Over the years my 
job took me to many small towns all over the United States and 
Quebec, Europe and India.  I have had the privilege of meeting and 
working with people from all walks of life and from many different 
backgrounds. Over the years, I was able to develop skills in 
budgets, insurance, project management, and training. 
 
 I have been honored to serve as the Senior Warden since 2023. I 
have mentored the EfM program at Christ Church since 2022 
having graduated that program in 2023. I also serve as a 
Licensed Eucharistic Minister, Greeter, Usher, and Lector. With 
God’s grace and all of your help, I hope to continue the legacy of 
our previous Senior Wardens as we move on to a new Rector and 
grow our parish in love and service for our community. 
 
 
Our Jr. Warden is Warren Prender 
 
I was raised in Prince Georges County of 
Maryland and attended St Andrews Episcopal 
Church in College Park, Md. Later as an Adult 
and Parent I moved to Montgomery County 
and attended Ascension Episcopal Church in 
Gaithersburg, Md. I married Mary Lucille 
Weschler on 5 May 1978 and together we raised two wonderful 
sons and are blessed to have six grandchildren. 
 
I served a total of 24 years in the Military, five in the Marines and 
nineteen in the Army, retiring from the Army in 2003. Highlights 
of my time in the service was being a member of the 
Commandants Own USMC Drum and Bugle Corps, and serving in 
the duty position of First Sergeant for HHC 1st Bn 115th Inf. I also 
owned and was chief instructor for Freestate Martial Arts and then 
after retiring from the Army spent 15 years as a Realtor and Real 
Estate Instructor. I now will be working as a tax professional with 
H&R Block. 
 
Christ Church has welcomed us in ways I did not expect and has 
become the center of our lives. I look forward to continuing to 
serve as the Junior Warden so that I can help the church grow and 
make all feel welcomed at Christ Church. 
 

 



 

Our Treasurer is Kate McNealey 
 
Kate McNealey has lived in Maryland most of 
her life, settling on the shores of Kent Island a 
little over ten years ago. She has worked off 
and on in politics over the last couple of 
decades as a speech writer before finding her 
true love of finance and numbers. She attended 
Catholic University and briefly worked in the 
business office at St. Mary’s Church in 
Annapolis. 

  
After attending a service with her parents, who are also members, 
she instantly knew Christ Church was her home. She is currently a 
Staff Accountant at The Global Fund for Children in DC, and she is 
looking forward to beginning her second year as Treasurer. When 
not working, she loves to read, cook and go on long walks with her 
black lab Maddie. 

 
2025 Vestry Candidates 

 
 The three vestry nominees are  
 
Mike Parker 
 
My wife, Leona and I moved to Chester in March 
2014.  We relocated from Bowie, Maryland, where 
we had lived for 33 years.  We were members of 
Hope Presbyterian Church in Mitchellville, MD.   
During that time, I served two terms on the Session 
(governing body), taught Sunday School, led the 
Teen Youth Group and worked on the Worship 
Committee.  Thanks to Dottie Wilson and Bob 
Thompson, we started attending Christ Church.  
They invited us to attend a worship service (as an 
occasional alternative to traveling to Mitchellville.)  It didn’t take 
long for Leona and me to realize we had found something special.  
We both love the church, and I look forward to serving on the 
Vestry. 
  
I retired from the Department of Treasury in 2014 as the Deputy 
Chief Information Officer, after 37 years in the federal 
government.   I continue to work as a consultant to the 

 

Department of Treasury and have no plans of retiring 
permanently. 
 
 Leona and I have two sons and two granddaughters and are 
expecting a grandson sometime in February.  I enjoy spending 
time with my family, playing golf, working out and traveling. 
 
 
Patti Snyder 

 
I have had a unique path to the Episcopal 
church, having been raised Lutheran and going 
to mostly Roman Catholic mass in the years 
when I was stationed overseas.  Moving back to 
the States, I knew I preferred a liturgy on 
Sunday mornings, that I wanted to grow my 
faith, and that I needed to find a place that 
welcomed everyone.  I showed up late to my first 
Episcopal service in Odenton, not knowing their 
summer hours had just shifted by 30 minutes.  

Mortified, I turned to go rather than creak open a door. A lovely 
greeter still standing outside all but dragged me in – where I found 
the familiar cadence of the liturgy, as well as heaping amounts of 
joyous acceptance. 
 
After I moved to Kent Island, I made my way to Christ Church with 
two little ones in tow.  I’ve run the gamut on various ministries: 
Sunday school, Soup Groupies, Backpacks, to name a few.  I served 
on the Vestry from 2012-2015 and am currently a Eucharistic 
Minister and on the Altar Guild.  I’m hoping to fully take on the 
mantle of the Acolyte ministry in 2023. 
 
I am originally from Pittsburgh, PA, and graduated from Penn 
State University.  I’ve lived in California, Florida, England, Spain 
and Greece, serving over 20 years in the US Navy and retiring as a 
Commander.  I currently work for Leidos as a Senior Technical 
Lead, managing a cyber intelligence contract.  I married Gene 
Block in 2018 and have two kids, Sophia and Emerson, along with 
two bonus kids, Stacia and Tony.  You can generally find us 
surrounded by some number of dogs, cats, chickens, and snakes 
while we plan our next travel adventure. 
 
 
 



 

Jone Taylor 
 
I was raised and baptized in a Southern Baptist 
church in Central Florida. If the church doors 
were open, my family was there. I received my 
Bachelor of Science degree from Troy University 
in Alabama, and then moved to Georgia. My first 
career of 20 years was as a recreation 
professional, managing budgets, capital projects, 
and facility and personnel management. My wife 
Elizabeth and I were married in 2006, and in 
2007 our family was complete with the birth of 
our son, Samuel. At that time, we were active members of Buford 
Presbyterian Church, where Samuel was baptized. 
 
 When I was comfortable in my life and career path, I felt the Lord 
leading me in a different direction (as He often does). I began 
attending Liberty University to train for a new career in Clinical 
and Pastoral counseling. I am a licensed Clinical Psychotherapist 
and certified Pastoral Counselor and I currently work with Queen 
Anne's County Department of Social Services, Anne Arundel 
County Crisis Response, and private practice Pastoral counseling.  
My wife serves as the Director of Operations for an Episcopal 
Church in Annapolis.  
 
After moving from Georgia to Kent Island in 2014, our family 
began to attend Christ Church Parish. Elizabeth and I were 
officially welcomed into the Episcopal faith by Fr. Mark Delcuze 
and Bishop Santosh Murray. Our son Samuel received First 
Communion here and was later Confirmed in the church.  He has 
served at the altar since he was 10 years old and continues to do so 
today at age 17. I served as the acolyte coordinator for three years 
and continue to help guide as needed.  
 
I consider the opportunity to serve in the leadership of our parish 
and honor.  Christ Church Parish is uniquely positioned as a 
beacon of love, hope, and God's grace for our community. As a 
member of the Vestry, I will work to ensure we are prepared to 
continue our mission of sharing God's grace. 
 

 

Arundel Vocal Ensemble to Sing at Christ Church 

 

On Sunday, February 16th the Arundel Vocal Ensemble (AVE) will 
sing at the 10 a.m. worship service and perform a thirty-minute 
concert immediately following the service. AVE is the premier, 
auditioned choral ensemble from Arundel High School in Gambrills, 
MD. Made up of seventeen exceptional young musicians, AVE 
performs a blend of classical and popular choral music in up to eight 
parts. Music scheduled for the concert after the service includes 
“And So it Goes” (written by Billy Joel and arranged for the King’s 
Singers), “Still, Still, Still” (arranged for tenor and bass choir), and a 
new arrangement of the Longfellow poem, “The Day is Done.” This is 
an event not to be missed, so mark your calendars now. A free-will 
offering will be collected at the concert to defray transportation and 
music costs for the choir. (In the event of inclement weather, the 
choir will perform on February 23rd.) 

 



 

Christ Church  Calendar ~  January 2024

Christ Church Office: 410-643-5921 ~  office@ccpki.org ~ www.ccpki.org                                 Clergy Emergencies, contact Father Frank Crumbaugh, Interim Rector ~ 609
            

          Regular Office Hours 9 am—3pm   Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Sun Mon Tue Wed
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

 

5 
 

 8:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Worship Service 
5:30 Family Dinner 
7:00 Youth Group 
 

6 
 

1:00 Cemetery  
Committee Mtg 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 

7 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
5:30 EfM 
 
 

8 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer
7:30 AA Meeting

12           
 

 8:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Worship Service 
7:00 Youth Group 

13 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
 

 

14 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
5:30 EfM 
 
 

15 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer
7:00 Finance Com Mtg.
7:30 AA Meeting

19 
 

 8:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Worship Service 
7:00 Youth Group 

20      
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
6:30 Vestry Meeting 

21 
 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
5:30 EfM 

22 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer
7:30 AA Meeting
 
 

26 
 

 10:00 Worship Service 

11:15 ANNUAL  
MEETING 

7:00 Youth Group 

27 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 

28 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 

29 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer
7:30 AA Meeting

Join us for our Annual Meeting on Sunday January 28th following the 10
ONLY ONE SERVICE 

 

Christ Church  Calendar ~  January 2024 

Clergy Emergencies, contact Father Frank Crumbaugh, Interim Rector ~ 609-709-3939  

pm   Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2 
 

8:30 Backpacks Prep 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 
 
 

3 
 

6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
 

 

4 
 

2:00 AA Meeting 
 
 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
7:30 AA Meeting 

9 
 

8:30 Backpacks Prep 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 
 

10 
 

6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

11 
 

2:00 AA Meeting 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 Finance Com Mtg. 
7:30 AA Meeting 

16 
 

8:30 Backpacks Prep 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 

 

17 
 

6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

18 
 

2:00 AA Meeting 
 

 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
7:30 AA Meeting 

23 
 

8:30 Backpacks Prep 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 

24 
 

6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

25 
 

2:00 AA Meeting 

5:00 Evening Prayer 
7:30 AA Meeting 

30 
 

8:30 Backpacks Prep 
5:00 Evening Prayer 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 

31 
 

6:30 Women’s AA Mtg 
7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

 

Join us for our Annual Meeting on Sunday January 28th following the 10AM service.  
ONLY ONE SERVICE  



 

2025 1st Quarter Serving Chart 

    LEM Lectors Ushers 

1/5/2025 8AM  Cathy Smith Cathy Smith  

Second Sunday after 
Christmas   Jeffrey Pike Maria Jones     

 10AM      

  Lisa Herlihy Leona Parker Ron McCready 
Katie & Emily 
Schaefer 

  Patrick Herlihy Mike Parker Laurellle McCready 
Christopher   
Buckingham

            

1/12/2025 8AM   Betsy Sipes Maria Jones   

First Sunday after the 
Epiphany  Liza Hamill Thom Hirsch   

The Baptism of our 
Lord 10AM Patti Snyder David Lee Charlie Schwan 

Samuel       
Radley

White  Juanita Dombkowski Becky Myers John Reckord Avery Miller 

     Reagan Hohman

            

1/19/2025 8AM   Liza Hamill Lois Vanderbok   

Second Sunday after 
the Epiphany  Jim Lipsner Jeffrey Pike   

  10AM   Helen Vansant   
Samuel       
Radley

Green  Keith Fulmer Caroline Aland Dave Lee Avery Miller 

  Leslie Schneider  Susan  Hogan Izzy Slavin

            

1/26/2025 10AM         

Third Sunday after the 
Epiphany  Patti Snyder Charlie Mead   

Green  Bob Rosekrans Pat Spinella Bernie Gast 
Logan & Landon 
Rosekrans

ANNUAL MEETING    Leslie Schneider Reagan Hohman

            

 

2025 1st Quarter Serving Chart  

Acolytes Altar Guild Counters Greeters Video Tech 

 

Dot Deren, Fred 
&  Linda 
Klingensmith, 
Nancy Link, Julia 
Bollinger 

   

        

      
Katie & Emily 
Schaefer   Judy Peppel 

Mary Lu     
Prender  

 
Christopher   
Buckingham   Anna Sisson 

Toinette 
McDowell Liza Hamill 

          

  
Lynne Shand, 
Betsy Sipes, 
Patti Snyder 

      

     

Samuel       
Radley-Taylor        

Avery Miller   Judy Peppel Caroline Aland Steve Dombkowski 

Reagan Hohman  Susan Hogan Susie Reckord  

          

  

Donna Guilford, 
Maria Jones, 
Becky Myers 

     

      

Samuel       
Radley-Taylor       

Avery Miller   Judy Peppel Charlie Mead Bill Vanderbok 

Izzy Slavin  Kate McNealey Molly Cannon  

          

  

Dee Dee &   
Kevin   
McCracken, 
Eileen Shreve, 
Carole Tulip 

     

    

Logan & Landon 
Rosekrans Liza Hamill Connie Clark  

Reagan Hohman Leslie Schneider Becky Myers Liza Hamill 

          



 

Happy New Year! 
 

 September 2024 was the start of an exhilarating new journey for the 
Family Ministry. In 2025, I hope to keep that enthusiasm alive as we 
work on expanding our Sunday School and Youth Group.  
 
As our ministry continues to flourish, we are seeking parent and even 
teen volunteers for our Wiggle Worship Room during the10 a.m. Sunday 
Service.  
 
 If you are interested in lending a hand, please contact Alesia Grier 
at familyministry@ccpki.org. 
 
  Mark your calendars for January 5th! Join us for Family Dinner Night at 
5:30 p.m., followed by Youth Group at 7 PM. This is a perfect opportuni-
ty to celebrate the new year by building new friendships and reconnect-
ing with old ones! 

  
 

 

BACKPACK WEEKEND MEALS FOR KIDS 
ADDRESSING CHILDHOOD HUNGER 

 
Childhood hunger is a heartbreaking and often invisible problem 
in our community as many local families continue to struggle in 
these uncertain and challenging economic times.  The Backpack 
Weekend Meals for Kids program is an initiative through 
which churches throughout Queen Anne’s County provide 
weekend food for children at risk of hunger when school is not in 
session.   

 
Christ Church Parish and other dedicated volunteers meet weekly 
to pack and deliver 215 weekend meals to children in three 
schools: Kent Island Elementary, Bayside Elementary and 
Sudlersville Middle School.  Each child receives a bag containing 
two breakfast items, two lunches, two drinks, two fruit items and 
two snacks.  The bags are delivered to the schools, and the teachers 
place them in the backpacks of the children in need. 
 

WE ARE BLESSED AND SO VERY GRATEFUL! 
We are blessed with an amazing group of volunteers who 
help acquire the food, manage the inventory, create 
weekly “menus,” stage, pack and deliver the food every 
week to elementary schools in Stevensville and 
Sudlersville.  If you look around you on any Sunday 
morning, you will see some of the many people who 
contribute to the success of this ministry by helping with 
the work or donating food or cash to help sustain us.   
 
If you would like to donate child-friendly, single serving food 
items, you can either shop locally and drop it off at church or 
purchase from Amazon and have it delivered to the church, 
specifying Backpack Program on the label. Food shopping cards 
are available in the narthex.  If you wish to make a cash donation, 
please make the check payable to Christ Church and note 
“Backpack Program” in the memo.   
 

For information or to volunteer,  
contact Kathy Sells, 410-490-6042  

or backpacks@ccpki.org.   
 

Thank you and God Bless You! 

about:blank


 

CECDS Newsletter for January 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! We are ready for a wonderful start to 2025. Priority 
registration is in process through January 15th . Church members are 
considered priority along with alumni, current students and their 

families. We will have an evening Open House on January 15 th from 
6:00-8:00 pm and open registration up to the public. Please go to our 
website www.cecds.org for all registration materials.  

We ended 2024 with a sweet evening Christmas Pre-K program that told 

the story of the birth of Jesus through song. It was a full house in the 
Sanctuary and once again the children’s bell ringing brought down the 
house.  

Most of December days were filled with various Christmas activities. A 

highlight for us was participating in “Wreaths Across America”. The 
children enjoyed seeing all the trucks filled with wreaths, fire trucks, 
police cars and motorcycles. We took advantage of the fire truck’s big 

beautiful American flag and said the pledge of allegiance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children participated in packing up food for the Backpack program. 
As young as they are they know they can be helpers and help take care of 
others. Thank you, Kathy and Dick Sells for helping the children learn 

about caring for others. 

Looking forward to a great 2025! 



 

Christ Church Parish Annual Meeting                 
Sunday, January 26, 2025  

  11:15AM              
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00AM  

 
 

 Celebrating 2024 — Looking Forward to 2025  
 Financial/Operating Reports 
 Election of New Vestry Members 
 LUNCH & FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW 

 
Pizza & Salad will be provided.  

Please plan to bring dessert to share. 
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