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Summer and Rocks and the Jar 
 
Most of us read Stephen Covey’s book 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People back in the day. W ell, that is those people w ho 
were reading back in 1989 when I was first published. Of all 
Covey’s insights, the one that has stuck with me most vividly is the 
“Rocks in the Jar”. 
 
The story goes that a philosophy professor sets a large glass jar 
on a table in front of his students, then proceeds to fill it with fist-
sized rocks. He asks the class, “Is the jar full?”  They agree that it 
is.  Then he produces a bowl of pebbles and pours them into the 
jar, filling the spaces between the rocks. He repeats his question. 
Warier now, the students are less willing to agree the jar is 
full.  The professor then pours sand into the jar, which fills the 
remaining space among the rocks and pebbles. 
 
The professor concludes by telling his class that the jar represents 
the time each of us has in a day.  The large rocks represent the 
most important things in life like family, health and 
relationships.   The pebbles constitute other important but less 
meaningful things like work and school.  The sand represents 
everything else – unimportant distractions.  
 
If we put the sand and pebbles into the jar first, there won’t be 
enough room to fit the larger, more important things.  But if we 
are smart and put the rocks in first, all the less important things 
will naturally fall into place around them, and there will be room 
(and time) for everything. 
 
It’s a great image, and summer might offer you the chance to think 
about your priorities (the big rocks that go in first). But I want to 
advocate for the space between the rocks. Work, family, health, 
and maintenance of relationships may be the important things 
that fill most of our lives, but it’s also important to make space to 
breath, to feel and to just BE! Covey’s Jar is great, but I’m not so 
sure we are meant to fill every second of every day. 
 
Musicians from Debussy to Miles Davis have been credited with 
suggesting that music resides “in the spaces between the notes”. 
While no one can question the thrill of a power guitar riff or the 
trill of an operatic soprano, it is often the spaces that someone like 
B.B. King or Diana Krall leaves in a passage that open a new world 



 

to me. The death last week of Astrud Gilberto reminded us how 
“The Girl from Ipanema” made us all sigh “ahhh”.  
 
So, pause this month. It’s okay to ask about the rocks of 
important things that fill your jar. But don’t forget to appreciate 
the spaces: those moments when you don’t produce, attain, or 
grasp. God is in those gaps. And when God passes, each one God 
passes goes “ah”! 
 
Peace, 
Mark + 
 
Calendar Notes: 

Daily Evening Prayer is suspended until September 13 
Bible Studies will resume Wednesday 9/20 & Monday 9/25 

Christ Church Website Issue Resolved 
 
We were experiencing multiple website issues recently. Malicious 
software had been hidden within our website causing people to be 
redirected to other sites.  
 
Thanks to our Website Host GoDaddy we were able to find the 
Malware,  remove it and restore our site to functioning properly.    
 
Our apologies to all those who were redirected during this time. 
We have added protection to prevent this issue from recurring.  
 
As a reminder, Please be sure to clear your browsing History from 
time to time. Especially the “Cache”. Your grandchildren can tell 
you what that means and how to accomplish this.  
 
Also, on the subject of computer safety. Please remember that the 
staff of Christ Church will never contact you via text or email solic-
iting gift cards, or funds. If you receive these messages report 
them as “Phishing or Spam” and delete them immediately. Rest 
assured those emails are meant to take your money.  
 
When in doubt, wait it out.  Call the Parish office and verify the 
request.  



 

Change 
 
A funny thing about change, some people love it, some hate it, but 
no one is ambivalent about it.  And so it is with the transition 
(change) that this parish faces with the announced retirement of 
our beloved Rector.  Since 1631, there have been many Rectors of 
our parish; some were wonderful, some, well let’s just say ‘not 
ideal”.  Each left their mark, and we as a community of faith 
learned something from each one. 
 
Moving forward in this process, we have the unique opportunity to 
reassess ourselves. Who are we as a church family, where do we 
see ourselves in five or ten years, and how do we get there? How 
do we continue to grow, continue to reach outside the walls of this 
church and serve the young and old within them?   
 
The transition that begins at the end of this year with finding an 
interim priest and a thoughtful search for a new Rector will be 
challenging but in no way insurmountable.  Father Mark, the 
Parish Officers and the Vestry have one thing in common, we all 
love this church and we love the community that lives and 
breathes and prays in it.  We are a warm, loving, giving parish that 
embraces diversity, learning and giving.  How could we not find 
someone who has the same attributes?   
 
The process won’t be quick, but good decisions are rarely made 
that way.  We’ll take the time to talk to anyone who wishes to be 
heard, look at finances, step through the protocols, and involve 
those who want to participate.  But above all, we will act in love to 
find a new Rector who will lead us forward in the grace and service 
of God. 
 
Lois Vanderbok, Sr. Warden 



 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Typically, treasurers like to broadcast good news, whether merited 
or not. I, too, like to give my fellow parishioners something to feel 
good about. In this instance, I believe the good news is warranted. 
   
I am referring to the state of the mortgage fund and the pay down 
in the principal so far this year. To date, you have given $55,276 in 
donations for the mortgage and thanks to your generosity, the 
amount of principal remaining is $193,500.  
 
Thus, we are 61% of our way to the goal set for the year and the 
year is not even half over. Moreover, 17 families have already 
fulfilled their pledges to the mortgage fund and 17 other families, 
who had not pledged, have given. 
 
Also, thanks to your generosity, we have reached 
52% of the goal ($16,000) for the “40 and 10 
Fund.” In honor of their 40th wedding 
anniversary and Father Mark’s 10 years of 
service to CCPKI, Father Mark and Mimi offered 
to contribute $4,000 of their own funds to the 
mortgage fund should the parish raise $16,000 
to pay down the mortgage.  Mark and Mimi have also asked 
friends and family who are planning to give gifts to celebrate these 
milestones to instead direct it to paying off the mortgage of CCPKI.  
 
To date, 32 families have given money to “40 and 10,” including 9 
families who have not heretofore contributed to the mortgage 
fund.  
 
These are heartening results and I hope that they will continue and 
even accelerate. It would be a wonderful tribute to the service that 
Father Mark has provided CCPKI if we could hit the goal of 
$16,000 in the next few weeks and then zoom past that sum to 
double or even triple the original goal. I hope you will join me in 
this effort as we both honor Father Mark and, at the same time, 
put CCPKI on a stable financial footing for the future. 
 
Dennis M. Conrad, Treasurer 



 

Shand Hall Narthex Goes from Drab to Fab 

Removal of the Foam Board Gave an  
Interesting Look to the Narthex 

Special Thanks to Enoc Portillo and the Crew of Portillo 
Painting for Striping and Refinishing the drywall 



 

Property Committee 
 

As Goldey Vansant recovers, a Property 
Committee has been formed to look after 
the building maintenance and upkeep.  This 
group of gentlemen along with Father Mark, 
Brenda Faulkner, and Lois Vanderbok have 
been identifying needs, coordinating 
vendors and tradespeople and taking 
responsibility for monitoring the various aspects of maintaining 
our church property.  The committee is currently requesting 
proposals for a new HVAC contractor, determining whether 
grants are available to work with Delmarva and our electrical 
contractor to convert our lighting to LED fixtures, and in the 
process of repairing and cleaning the rain gutters.   
 
We want to thank Fred Klingensmith, Stan Link, Bob Merrey, 
John Reckord, Ben Riley, Charlie Schwan, and Bob Seitz. A 
special thanks goes out to Warren Prender for chairing the 
committee. If you are interested in working on the Property 
Committee, contact the Warren  410-703-3080 or email  
jrwarden@ccpki.org. 

Ron Weisman finished the work with a great paint job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop by to see the finished project. Artwork and signage 
will be added soon.  



 

Christ Church  Calendar ~  July 2023

Christ Church Office: 410-643-5921 ~  office@ccpki.org ~ www.ccpki.org                                         

            
          Regular Office Hours 9 am—3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Sun Mon Tue Wed
    

2 
 

9:30 Worship Service 
 

 

 
 
 

3 
 

  OFFICE CLOSED 
 

4 
 

    OFFICE CLOSED 

5 
 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting
7:30 AA Meeting

9 
 

9:00 BREAKFAST 
 
10:00 Worship Service 

with Living Water in 
Shand Hall 

 

10 
 

Broad Creek  
Cemetery  Meeting 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 

12 
 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting
7:00 Finance Com Mtg.
7:30 AA Meeting

16 
 

9:30 Worship Service 

17 
 

 
6:30 Vestry Meeting 

18 
 

 
 
 
 

19 
 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting
7:30 AA Meeting

23 
 

9:30 Worship Service 
 

 

24  
 

 
 
 

 

25 
 

 

26 
 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting
7:30 AA Meeting

30 
 

9:30 Worship Service 

31   

 

Fr. Mark on Vacation 



 

Christ Church  Calendar ~  July 2023 

                                     Clergy Emergencies, contact Father Mark S. Delcuze, Rector ~ 203-240-8884  

pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 

2:00 AA Meeting 
 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting 
7:30 AA Meeting 

6 
 

8:30 Backpacks Prep 
2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 
 

7 
 

7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

8 
 

1:00 Erika Roof  
Memorial Service 

 
2:00 AA Meeting 

 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting 
7:00 Finance Com Mtg. 
7:30 AA Meeting 

13    
 

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 
 

 14 
 

7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

15 

 

2:00 AA Meeting 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting 
7:30 AA Meeting 

20 
 

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

22 
 

2:00 AA Meeting 

10:00 Exec Com Meeting 
7:30 AA Meeting 

27 
 

2:30-5:30 Soup Sales 
 

28 
 

7:30 AA Meeting 
7:30 Al-Anon Meeting 

29 
 

2:00 AA Meeting 

   

 

Fr. Mark on Vacation 



 

3rd Qtr Serving Chart 2023

    LEM Lectors Ushers 

7/2/2023 9:30 AM      

5th Sunday after 
Pentecost   Juanita Dombkowski Beverly Cooper Laurelle McCready 

Proper 8A  Lois Vanderbok Becky Myers Ron McCready 

Green     

          

7/9/2023 9:30 AM      

6th Sunday after 
Pentecost  Lisa Herlihy Dottie Wilson Charlie Schwan 

Proper 9A  Patrick Herlihy Bob Thompson  Warren Prender 

Green     

          

7/16/2023 9:30 AM    

7th Sunday after 
Pentecost  Liza Hamill Carole Katrinic 

Marguerite      Star-
soneck 

Proper 10A  Keith Fulmer Lois Vanderbok Dan Starsoneck 

Green      

          

7/23/2023 9:30 AM      

8th Sunday after 
Pentecost   Charlie Mead Leona Parker Susan Hogan 

Proper 11A  Bob Rosekrans Mike Parker Bernie Gast 

Green     

          

7/30/2023 9:30 AM      

9th Sunday after 
Pentecost  Emerson Patti Jeffrey Pike Cathy Smith 

Proper 12A   Patti Snyder Betsy Sipes Maria Jones 

Green     

          

8/6/2023 9:30 AM       

Transfiguration 
Sunday  Leslie Schneider Donna Guilford  John Reckord  

   Jeff Pike Thom Hirsch Bob Rosekrans 

White     

          

8/13/2023 9:30 AM    

11th Sunday  
after Pentecost   Jim Lipsner Lisa Herilhy Leslie Schneider 

Proper 14A   Mike Herold Patrick Herlihy Charlie Schwan 

Green     

          



 

3rd Qtr Serving Chart 2023 

Acolytes Altar Guild Counters Greeters Video Tech 

      

Laurelle McCready Katie Schaefer 

Sally Lewis, Maria 
Jones, Eileen 
Shreve, Becky 

Myers 

  
Steve            

Dombkowski 

Emily Schaefer Anna Sisson Molly Canon  

Avery Miller  Judy Peppel Toinette McDowell  

          

       

 Dee Dee & Kevin 
McCracken, 
Carole Tulip 

     

Izzy Slavin Dottie Wilson Caroline Aland  

Eleanore Melton  Bob Thompson Susie Reckord  

          

     

Marguerite      Star-
Emily Schaefer 

Dot Deren, Tom 
Christensen, Cara 

Fehrenbacher, 
Nancy Link 

  Bill Vanderbok 

Katie Schaefer Judy Peppel Charlie Mead  

Vivian Dorsey  Kate McNealey Bob Thompson  

          

       

 
Betsy Sipes, Patti 

Snyder 

  Liza Hamill 

Reagan Hohman Leslie Schneider Becky Myers  

Landon Rosekrans  Liza Hamill Connie Clark  

          

       

Izzy Slavin 

Sally Lewis, Maria 
Jones, Eileen 
Shreve, Becky 

Myers 

  Dottie Wilson 

Eleanore Melton Anna Sisson Lois Vanderbok  

Vivian Dorsey  Judy Peppel Toinette McDowell  

          

      

 Dee Dee & Kevin 
McCracken, 
Carole Tulip 

   
Steve            
Dombkowski 

Reagan Hohman Dottie Wilson Caroline Aland  

Izzy Slavin  Bob Thompson Susie Reckord  

          

       

 Katie Schaefer     Dot Deren, Tom 
Christensen, Cara 

Fehrenbacher, 
Nancy Link  

Emily Schaefer Judy Peppel Charlie Mead  

Avery Miller Kate McNealey Bob Thompson  

          



 

Cemetery Committee Report 
 
The cemetery committee has been notified 
that the columbarium will be delivered in 
August.  That means that over the next month or so we will need to 
remove some trees to accommodate the columbarium. It will be 
necessary to remove cedar trees at the entrance to the cemetery in 
order for the crane to travel smoothly down the roadway and It 
will also be necessary to remove the tree near the cemetery’s main 
gate that overhangs the fence.  
 
Just a reminder — a niche in the columbarium holds two urns.   
The initial cost to purchase a niche will be $1,750.  The price will 
rise to $2,500 as of January 1, 2024.   
 
If you are interested in purchasing a niche, please contact Charlie 
Schwan at (443) 262-1074.  
 
Charlie Schwan  

Family Ministry News! 
 
Thank you all for a wonderful start to our youth group. Our 
summer break from Sunday night fun will start on June 4th and 
last until September 24th, when we will meet once again, Sunday 
nights from 7-8pm.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering in the Wiggle Worship Room 
this summer, email Jane at familyministry@ccpki.org. We are still 
looking for volunteers!  
 
Sunday School will be starting on September 24th for 2nd and 3rd 
graders. If you have a child who is interested or have 
any questions, please let me know! 
 
We’ll see you in the fall with Family Dinner, Youth Group, Sunday 
School, and more! 
 
Contact Jane Ford for more information.  



 

CHIRST CHURCH OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Serving Those in Need in our Local Community 

  
BACKPACK WEEKEND MEALS FOR KIDS 

SUMMER 2023 
 

During the regular school year, Christ Church provides weekend 
meals for children who are at risk of hunger when school is not is 
session.  This summer, we will be providing weekend meals for 
about 190 children attending summer sessions at Sudlersville Ele-
mentary School, Sudlersville Middle School and the Migrant Pro-
gram.   
 
We will pack food on Thursday mornings at 8:30 on 7/13, 7/20, 
7/27, 8/3 and 8/10.  We are almost always finished by about 9:15. 
The Christ Church Youth Group will be helping this summer and 
other children are always welcome!  We love our volunteers, so 
please join us on any of these dates.   
 
We always welcome donations of food, following these 
guidelines:  

 
Shopping Priorities, all Single-Serving 

  
BREAKFAST:  Oatmeal Packets, Cereal, Breakfast Bars
  
LUNCH:   Mac & Cheese Cups, Chef Boyardee Cups, 
Chicken Noodle Soup 
FRUIT:   Applesauce Cups/Pouches, Fruit Cups 
DRINKS:  100% Juice, Shelf-stable Individual Milk  
SNACKS: Raisins, Cheese Crackers, Granola Bars, Pret-
zels, Cookies 

  
 For information, please contact Kathy Sells: 410-490-6042 or 
backpacks@ccpki.org.  Thank you and God Bless You!  

mailto:backpacks@ccpki.org


 

 EfM Graduation 2023 
  

Congratulations Pat, Tara, Lois and Wendy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Presents  
 

Walt Wilkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 19, 2023 
 

Doors 6:15pm EST 
Music 7:00pm EST 

 
 

at Christ Church Parish Kent Island 
830 Romancoke Rd 
Stevensville, MD 

 
Suggested Donation $25/person 

(or whatever you think is appropriate) 
 

More information can be found in our weekly email or by going 
directly to the website https://www.macumcreekconcerts.com/ 

 
Reserve your seat today! 



 

 
 

Breakfast Fellowship 
 

Shand Hall 9am 
Sunday, July 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Join Christ Church and Living Water 
for a great time of food and fellowship, 
followed by the 10am worship service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 830 Romancoke Road   
          
 Stevensville, MD 21666   


